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The American Academy of Nursing Supports the 2012 WHO’s 

World No Tobacco Day 
WHO urges countries to fight against tobacco industry interference with public health policies 

 

Washington, DC (May 31, 2012) - The American Academy of Nursing supports the World Health Organization’s 

celebration of World No Tobacco Day held today, May 31st, 2012. The World Health Organization (WHO) has 

identified the tobacco industry as the vector of death and suffering caused by tobacco. 

 

Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United States and worldwide 

resulting in over 6 million deaths a year. The theme for World No Tobacco Day 2012 focuses on the many ways in 

which the interests of the tobacco industry interfere with the policy making process and with advancing the global 

health agenda. The Academy supports the WHO’s call for increased transparency in the activities of the tobacco 

industry and urges policy makers to continue to act in the best interest of the public’s health. 

 

By the nature of their profession, nurses, the largest group of healthcare professionals, 19 million nurses 

worldwide, must advocate for health policies that are free from the interference of the tobacco industry.  In 

addition to caring for patients suffering from tobacco-caused diseases, nurses play an important role educating 

the public about the role of the industry in blocking efforts to promote health. 

 

In order to further the visibility of nursing involvement in tobacco control, the American Academy of Nursing’s 

Expert Panel on Health Behaviors established a subcommittee to assist in addressing the policy, research and 

practice issues related to nurses’ involvement in tobacco control. 

 

Academy Fellow, Stella Aguinaga Bialous, DrPH, MScN, RN, FAAN, one of the world’s leading experts on 

research addressing tobacco industry interference, urges, “nurses worldwide need to stand up against the 

tobacco industry, the vector of a global epidemic. From applying evidence to their daily practice to urging 

policymakers to pass strong tobacco control legislation, nurses must use their power to curb the leading cause of 

preventable death in the world.  As never before, nurses have the evidence, have the voice, and need to take 

decisive action to lead the global fight to stop the tobacco epidemic.” 

 

The American Academy of Nursing stands ready to assist policy makers in carrying forward plans to move the 

tobacco control agenda and assist in preventing the over 440,000 tobacco-related deaths yearly in the United 

States. 

 

# # # 

 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.AANnet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 

health care while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy.  The Academy’s mission is to 
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serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 

and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 

 

In recognition of the importance of health behaviors to the promotion of health and quality of life, the Expert Panel 

on Health Behavior was established in 2011 by the American Academy of Nursing. This panel addresses the 

health needs of populations, providing a forum for nurse leaders to advance evidence-based innovations to 

promote healthy lifestyles as fundamental to healthcare delivery. 


